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Since bill reelection to a second term in 
March, 1984, Chiang has been appointing 
conservatives to key posts. These include 
the premier (Yu Kuo-hwe), the secretary 
general of the office of the president (Shen 
~-huan), the secretary-general of the 
National Security Council (Wang Tao-
yuan), and the general chief of staff (Hao 
PQ-chun). Surrounding himself with this 
conservative "palace guard," Chiang re-
duCed the pluralism of policy advice and 
input last February when he reportedly 
forced the "resignation" of Y. S. Tsiang, 
secretary general of the party and the last 
remaining hlgb-poslUoned liberal in gov-
emmenL 
sponded to these lhreaLs wilh a siege 
mentality;Such a response is underst.and-
able. Bul it would seem that if Taiwan is to 
present itself as the political alternative to 
a communist China, then a more productive 
strategy would be for it to become progres-
alvely more liberal and democratic. The 
conservative strategy_ is- a retrograde one 
that is undermining Taiwan's lmage and 
the support that lt has in the United States. 
The 20 million hard-working inhabitants of 
Taiwan, including the many talented and 
Nearly all these nations now have aome 
form of economic and political restriction 
on trade with that country. Bul these 
measures are more symbolic than damag-
There is therefore litUe reason to expect 
foreign investments to play a crucial role.In 
reviving the _South African ~.-they· 
contend. · · · '- .. ' .. 
As fDr the much:..vaunted eft~t ~­
divestiture on South Africa's n~ · 
states, the writers conclude that this: 11( 
ing. . 
It is true that al least 10 U.S. states have 
paaaed legialation prohibiting their pension 
funds from investments in companies with 
South African links, and at least 30 cities 
have done the same. 
• unlikely to be significant, . becau.Be ·Pie-: -
toria'e·own economy would not be threat-
ened. - . , 
· truly dedicated government officials,_ de· 
serve better than thaL: 
But two academics at South Africa's 
Natal Unlvei'sity, Michael -Sutcliffe and_ 
Paul Wellings, argue that relatively few 
jobs in South Africa are likely to be affected -
by these measures. They point out that 
most foreign investments in South Africa 
are Indirect-in the form of loans or shares, 
which are rarely job-creating. 
Nevertheless, . the poliUcally inspired 
measures. ·1mposec1 this month by the 
Reagan .Administration and the European 
countries are causing concern in Pretoria. 
I! they were not, the government would 
hardly have introduced lllBfalaUon several 
months iigo making it _tmuaonable to 
advocate divesy~ or '8DC~ insi4e the 
What can explain the growing conserva-
timn of a president known for bis political 
Marla Hsia Chang is an ~tant professor 
of politics and government at the UniW1'sitJ/ 
of Pvget Sound in Tacoma, Wash. 
Why Humanities Community Is Uneasy Over Proposed Chairmarz 
By WALTER H. CAPPS 
Perhaps it was to be anticipated that Senate confirmation 
hearings on a new-chairman for the National Endowment 
for the Hwnanities this week would coincide with the 20th 
anniversary of the agency. Through lhe years, politics has 
-often overshadowed recognition of the endowment's 
impressive educational accomplishments. 
The Reagan Administration's nominee is F.dward A. 
Curran, 51, deputy director of the Peace Corps. He served 
briefly as director of the National Institute of Education 
three years ago, and was forced lo resign when he 
recommended abolishing thal agency. 
Curran's nomination has been opposed by humanities 
·scholars and professional organizations on two major 
counts: First, he holds no doctoral degree in any of the 
humanities disciplines, and has had no direct experience in 
American higher education. His highest degree is a 
master's degree in teaching, and his hands-on institutional 
experience has been in private secondary schools·. And his 
brief experience al the National Institute of Education 
raises serious questions about his administrative abilities. 
These are the stated objections. The deeper worry is that 
Curran's profe.ssional qualifications for the job are only 
·incidental to the need of the Reagan-Bush committee to 
find an appropriate place for a proven friend, strong ally 
and dependable supporter. 
· ThrOugb the years the humanitiea endowment has 
·,; 
tended to make news when a program that_ it has funded 
touches a raw political nerve. A PBS television documen-
t.ary on U.S. involvement in Vietnam was criticized, for 
example. because it appeared scornful of Ameri_can military 
performance. Questions were raised abou~ a public forum 
on contemporary Russian culture because the meeting 
seemed lo give the Marxist-Leninist philosophy an unfair 
advantage-and at American taxpayers' expense. A film on 
the effect of 20lhcCenlury technology on the lradilional 
ways of life among Southwestern native American peoples 
was accused of being motivated to attack the mining 
industry. Such stories make headlines. They arouse· 
suspicion. They create talk. But they are hardly represen-
tative of what NEH stands for, or of the areas in which its 
greater and more characteristic effect is being felt. 
Colleges and· universilies throughout the country are 
experiencing fresh institutional life today because the 
endowment has assisted them in coming lo terms with-
crucial contemporary educational needs. Hundreds of 
high-school teachers across the laqd are facing their 
classe_s wilh renewed enthusiasm today because an NEH 
summer seminar helped restore their intellectual ·energies 
and their professional commitments. Thousands of profes-
sors and researchers have embarked on individual and 
collaborative projects that keep their· fields and disciplines 
alive, through NEH supporL And, perhaps most impressive· 
of all, millions of Americans participate every year hi · 
programs in their communities-in libraries, parks, union 
"halls, museums, schools-sponsored by the 53- stale 
humanities councils. 
NEH does all this with an annual budget of less than 
$140 million-roughly half lhe cost of a single B-1 bomber. 
Pound for pound and dollar for dollar, it is perhaps the most 
efficient and effective agency in federal government. 
In its 20-year history the endowment has proved to' work 
best when its bipartisan congressional mandate is neiU-1er 
assisted nor impeqed by partisan political pursuits. Its most 
effective chairmen have been those who, though attentive 
lo whatever administration is in charge, have demonstrat-
ed a fundamental and inviolable commitment toward 
preserving, enriching and extending the essential sources 
of human knowledge and wisdom. On these the enduring 
intellectual vitality of democracy depends. If Edward 
Curran is such a person, and is confirmed as. such by 
Congress, he will be welcomed even by the majority- of 
those within the humanities_ community_ who today are 
uneasy abou~ his appointmenL · 
WaUer H. Capps, prof euor of religious studiea at UC Santa 
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